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KEYS distribution  

KEYS magazine is again looking for volunteers to help distribute the magazine each month. 

We have had a small pool of reserves, but as our distributors’ circumstances change, due to 

age, health or other personal reasons, it is very diminished. You won’t have to deliver all 

2000+ copies - individual rounds are much smaller and local. The ability to maintain Keys as a 

free monthly resource is very important to us - your assistance with distributing copies will be 

greatly appreciated. Could you be the person to join the team? Contact the Editor initially 

please. 

More new advertisers this month 
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response is to keep having live weekly 

services in Church unless we are told we 

can’t. Our second response is to offer live 

streaming of our Sunday service. That means 

for those who do not join us at 9.30 in church, 

they have the opportunity to watch the service 

online live, filmed from inside the church, 

starting at 9.30. The full service will also be 

recorded live to You Tube, Facebook and our 

Church Website; also available as a recording 

when the service has ended on all online 

platforms. The hope is that with limited 

numbers allowed back to church, those 

watching at home can at least feel they can 

still be part of the church family on Sunday 

morning, as they watch the service beamed 

live to their computers or other devices. It also 

offers the chance for those who have been 

joining us online but have never entered our 

church, to be part of our service. It also gives 

others the option to watch the service at 

another time or day that suits them better. 

I am grateful we have the opportunity to use 

the technology available to communicate the 

timeless message that Jesus came to share - 

That God loves you and He cares about all the 

details of our lives. He wants to be included in 

everything. He sent Jesus to tell us that. Thank 

you for supporting us. We are hugely grateful 

to the community for their love, support and 

affection. We look forward to meeting you in 

church or you joining us online. 

Much love 

Tim 

I don’t know about you; it feels as if one 

moment we are pandemic focused and all 

attention is on sanitising hands and social 

distancing. Then the next moment we are 

trying to establish a new normal, individually 

and corporately as a nation. For the church 

here in Hildenborough, much has changed. 

We now only have one communion service 

per week starting at 9.30am. Much of our 

work is still online regarding services. Our 

children’s work is still all online and we are 

navigating forward with caution, trying to 

obey the instructions given to us, to safeguard 

all our attendees coming to join us for Sunday 

services. As a Vicar, I am trying to keep my 

focus on not raising expectations too early 

and rushing our return back to full services, 

knowing things can change from one day to 

the next. It has been quite strange, looking out 

to the church congregation on Sunday during 

a service and being faced by every guest 

wearing a face mask. It’s a scene I would 

never have imagined six months ago. Yet 

here we are. During lockdown, all our 

services were online, including daily 

reflection clips from members of the church. 

After counting the numbers, it appears there 

might have been over two thousand people 

logging in to watch our video content during 

the lockdown in some weeks, in the UK and 

abroad. 

I think this tells us people are wanting to hear 

the message of Jesus, but in a different way. It 

appears people prefer flexibility and prefer to 

tune into our services at different times. This 

has given us much to think about. A first 

 

From the Vicar 
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Operation Christmas Child 

St John's will once again be taking part in sending shoeboxes filled with small items to children 

who would otherwise have nothing at Christmas. The items don't need to be expensive, just a 

mixture such as soap, a toothbrush, a comb etc and a couple of small toys, things that fit into a 

shoebox. There are three age groups, 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14, girls and boys. Children receive one 

box in their lifetime and many keep a reminder of a stranger’s kindness for many years. 

If you feel you would like to take part, please contact me and we can also supply shoeboxes if 

needed. There is a small charge of £5 per box to cover the cost of sending it. You can also go 

online to www.samaritans-purse.org.uk to find out more or pay to have a box filled for you and 

can track it to its destination. Friends can even join together to fill a box. They need to be ready 

by November 12th and either dropped off at the Church Centre or I can collect them. Last year 

we managed to send over 150 boxes and it would be really good to be able to send even more 

this year, thank you. 

Carol Walters, 01732 832 008 

The King’s Men’s Group 

The group will be resuming on 27th October in the family room from 7.30pm. Look 

forward to seeing you all again. 

Gordon Paterson 01732 832079 or 07836 262 833 

Struggling with debt 

In last month’s KEYS there was advice on what to do when money is short. For many, the 

money no longer goes round and they have got into debt. Once this happens it becomes a 

constant struggle to get out of debt. This problem cannot be ignored, as it can only get worse.   

In Tonbridge there is a charity, Crosslight, that has been helping people with their debt 

problems for the past 15 years. They have a team of over 80 fully trained volunteer debt 

advisors who have helped hundreds out of debt. Even people who think there is no hope for 

them have been helped. The team are trained to offer free impartial advice and their help line 

01732 300 425 will call you back if the office is busy.   

One way Crosslight can help is by helping you set up a Debt Management Plan. They can 

negotiate on your behalf with your creditors to agree a plan for you to pay what you can afford. 

This takes the pressure off you, and gives you breathing space. Unlike commercial councillors 

there is no fee.   

Be aware - there are Companies that offer a magic bullet of fixing your debt problems. They 

say they will take on your debt and you pay them a regular amount to clear your debt. Sounds 

too good to be true. The better companies will skim off their fee before passing some of your 

money to your creditor, others do not pass on even a part. You only discover the scam when it 

is too late. Be aware. 

Don’t forget your Hi-Vis outer-wear in the dark evenings 
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St John’s Food Bank - “A Little Help”       
For those in need in our Community… 
 
Please kindly donate from this list: 
 
UHT milk (plus Soya, Rice, Almond, Coconut, 
Oat milks) 
Tea 
Coffee 
Herbal teas 
Hot Chocolate drink 
Sugar 
Honey 
 
Juices - Orange, Apple, Cranberry 
 
Tinned Fruit 
Tinned Meat - Ham, Corned beef 
Tinned Fish - Salmon, Tuna, Sardines 
Tinned Vegetables (carrots, tomatoes, peas, 
potatoes, baked beans, lentils, chickpeas) 
Tinned Pies – e.g. Fray Bentos  
Tinned spaghetti hoops 
 
Microwave rice 
Packet Mashed potato 
Instant noodles/Pot noodles 
Pasta ’n’ sauce sachets 
 
Breakfast cereals  
 
Marmite 
Marmalade 
Jams 
Tomato Ketchup/Brown sauce 
 
Biscuits 
Dried crackers 
Long life oven baked bread 
Crisps 
 
Chocolate :-) Mars bars, Curly Wurlys, Flakes, 
Dairy Milk - treats children would 
love occasionally… 

 
 
 
 
 
Pasta sauces  
Pasta, Rice, Noodles, Soups 
 
Toiletries - Personal hygiene items - Very low 
on these…  
Toothpaste & Toothbrushes 
Hair Shampoo & Conditioner 
Bubble Bath & Shower Gel 
Deodorant 
Tampons and Panty Liners  
Shaving Gel/Cream for men 
 
Household Cleaning Products: 
Anti-bac wipes and Anti-bac gel 
Fairy Liquid 
Washing powder/Fabric conditioner 
Dishwasher tablets 
Cloths/sponges/brushes 
 
Toilet rolls and kitchen roll (we have none of 
these items at present)  
 
Baby products: Nappies & Baby wipes 
 
Cat food & Dog food 
 
Your kind donations are so very much 
appreciated and gratefully received. 
 
With love, thanks and appreciation from   
St John’s Church Food Bank Team…xxx 
 
Drop off:  
* 38 Brookmead, TN11 9DW 
* Hilden Feeds along Coldharbour Lane  
* 13 Byrneside, TN11 9EG 
* Church Centre on Tuesdays between  
8 am to  12 noon.  
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CITRUS move 

 

It was over 17 years ago that I moved into the office that I suspect a number of readers and 

many residents of Hildenborough will be familiar with. Nicely located on the corner of Half 

Moon Lane with convenient parking, the now more familiar Citrus logo and colour scheme 

have been happily home to me and Citrus Financial Management Ltd since 2003. Over the last 

17 years, it has been an absolute pleasure to play a part in helping many local residents in all 

manner of ways, from buying their first home, re-mortgaging, buying their next home, helping 

and guiding with retirement and investment planning, but above all, be the approachable firm 

that will talk in plain English and get to know you. We have met the ever-changing needs as 

families have grown and generations have been formed, and it has genuinely been a real 

privilege.  

I too am a resident of Hildenborough, which made a very short and pleasant commute to work! 

However, as much as we at Citrus have loved being based in the Hildenborough office, the 

owner of the property has decided to sell, so we need to move. But we’re not moving far, down 

the road to Chipstead just outside Sevenoaks, where we have a much larger office, because the 

Citrus family has continued to grow over the years too. We do hope that you’ll come and see 

us there, with our purpose-built better facilities for both our clients and team members. Even 

though we’re not going far, I am strangely finding this particular journey more emotionally 

challenging than I originally expected. I have become used to so many people, originally 

clients and now also friends, popping in to say ‘hi’, to introduce new family members and 

friends to us, or simply because they happened to be passing. I am sure the last few months 

have not been kind to many, and I know for me it has meant that I have been unable to share 

this news with clients in person.  

However, what has cheered me up, is knowing that although I am moving office, I will remain 

a Hildenborough resident and will continue to support local businesses and local charities 

exactly as I do today. So it’s not really goodbye, I hope it’s more of a ‘see you soon’ and my 

sincere thanks to everyone who has helped play a part in Citrus Financial becoming the 

success it is today, and for everyone who makes living in Hildenborough so enjoyable. 

Kelly 

Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers 

We are one of 13 Ramblers’ groups in Kent and part of the national Ramblers walking charity. 

Mostly we go out on Sunday mornings with additional mid-week rambles each month.  Our 

walks are usually circular and about 5-6 miles in duration. We offer occasional shorter walks 

too. Most walks are in the Tonbridge and Malling area and, occasionally, further afield. 

New members are welcome, as are those wishing to try us out before joining Ramblers. 

Following Covid-19 safety guidelines and to assist with contact tracing, we now require 

walkers to book onto our walks in advance.  For details of upcoming walks, please 

email: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.co.uk 

mailto:info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.co.uk
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As I look out of my bedroom window across the farmers’ fields, there is a hazy mist. I can just 

about make out the sheep and distant trees. My Mother always used to call this a “hop picking 

morning”, remembering the days she and her family would head out to the fields for hop 

picking. The hazy mist is gradually burnt off by the sun, to give a warm glorious day as we 

watch the majestic colours of autumn arrive as the leaves change colour. How many of you 

used to go hop picking and associate a hazy morning with those words? We were rather 

hoping, as I write this in September, that there may be a chink of light at the end of the tunnel 

for starting up the Cafes again, but with all the restrictions changing day to day, the Team are 

very cautious about putting our guests into an unsafe situation.   

If you are struggling and finding life rather difficult, you are not alone - help is available. The 

Alzheimers Society has a 7 day a week support line for people affected by dementia: the 

number to phone is 0333 150 3456 or their website is alzheimers.org.uk. 

DementiaUK has a helpline which is open 9am-9pm Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday and 

Sunday. The number is 0800 888 6678 or info@demnetiauk.org. There is also the Forget-me-

not Café email which is forgetmenot.sadfc@gmail.com, the phone number is 07805 367 268. 

All of these organisations have advisers who can offer emotional and practical support. We 

really do miss seeing you all and having a chat and we look forward to seeing you all again, 

what a catch up it will be!  

Julie Rhodes 

HILDENBOROUGH SPEEDWATCH 
We were delighted to have trained two more volunteers for Speedwatch, Angela and Laura. 
One trainee, in fact, was a Speedwatch volunteer from another area, so was very familiar with 
how we operate. It was nice to meet other Speedwatchers. Thanks to Pam at the Parish Council 
for putting us in contact with her. We have been operating since December 2016 and our 
volunteers have doubled since we started. 
We now have to follow new Covid19 rules, and that includes a Risk Assessment for each 
volunteer and for the site. At the moment due to the restrictions, we cannot take on anyone who 
is over 70 and those who are seen as Covid19 vulnerable, but hopefully this should change if 
Government rules ease.  
We were very pleased to receive an email earlier in the year from Becky at BRAKE, the Road 
Safety Charity, suggesting we be on their website for Road Safety Week, as they were inspired 
by us. Some of us have asked to join the Underriver Speedwatch Group as well; perhaps our 
Groups could work together to tackle rural speeding.   
If you would like to join Kent Community Speedwatch register on -https://
www.communityspeedwatch.org/ and pass the Online Training, you will be passed over to the 
Co-ordinator to train you at the road side. You only need to volunteer up to an hour and a half 
occasionally. 
On the morning of Thursday 3rd September, three volunteers recorded 14 drivers speeding over 
35mph. This is a hotspot time for high speeders. Two drivers, a Volkswagen and a Range 
Rover will be sent warning letters from Kent Police. If drivers are seen regularly speeding 
along Foxbush by Speedwatch, Kent Police put them on a Police Watch List; they may also 
knock on your door.  

mailto:info@demnetiauk.org
mailto:forgetmenot.sadfc@gmail.com
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Nature at its strangest  

As the autumn leaves start to fall, you may notice 

some extra bits on some of the leaves on the trees, 

and odd bits on some twigs. One of these is quite 

common, the Oak Apple Gall, and becomes 

noticeable from mid -summer onwards remaining 

into autumn. Another puts in an appearance on 

Wild Roses and others may appear on the 

undersides of leaves such as the Sycamore and 

Willow. Most trees have some kind of gall on 

their leaves or flowers, and many are strange 

shapes. Some hang like berries, others are like 

tiny jewels. These strange growths are a bit like 

warts on animals skins, but they have a far 

stranger cause. They are being caused by a 

variety of parasites, including insects, which 

take over the cells of the plant and cause them 

to grow abnormally.   

The Oak has more different galls than any other 

British Tree, but the most common is the Oak 

Apple Gall, the home of a Gall Wasp. This 

injects the bud of the Oak tree with a chemical 

that causes the tree’s bud to concentrate food 

resources into the bud, which swells to look like a tiny apple. The wasp lays its eggs in the 

swollen bud that provides the developing grub with food.   

Plant galls are abnormal outgrowths of plant tissues, similar to warts in animals. They can be 

caused by various parasites, from viruses, fungi and bacteria, to other plants, insects and mites. 

Plant galls are often highly organized structures so that the cause of the gall can often be 

determined without the actual culprit being identified. This applies particularly to some of the 

plant galls caused by insects, particularly the Gall Wasp. These insects are tiny, but make a big 

impact. On the twigs of the Oak are “oak apples”, the home of tiny wasps that have laid their 

eggs in a developing bud plus a chemical that turns the bud into a food factory for the 

developing wasp grub. The bud swells in response to the wasp egg and changes from 

developing into a leaf to a hard round “apple”.  

This is not the only insect making the plant provide food. Look closely at the twigs of the Wild 

Rose and you may find an untidy bundle of threads like a tiny “pom-pom” hat.  This is the home 

of another wasp, and we call the effect on the plant a “Robin’s Pincushion”.  That is not the end 

of the drama, as these Pin Cushions may also have been found by other tiny insects who also 

add their eggs. Some of these will act like the “Cuckoo” and steal the food from the developing 

larva. Other wasps and flies will lay their eggs in the original occupant. Some of these parasitic 

Oak Apple Gall 
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wasps will keep the larvae alive until they are adult and then will kill the larvae. There are other 

even smaller wasps that lay their eggs on the parasites. One study found that less than half the 

inhabitants of the Pin Cushion were the original insects. Nature can be full of surprising little 

dramas. If you think making a microchip is clever then consider how amazing it is that a tiny 

insect can insert its eggs into the larvae of another insect in the middle of a swollen rose bud. 

One of the biggest of these strange structures occurs on the Silver Birch tree, and is a tangled 

mess of twigs.  Country folk gave this a very appropriate name of “Witches Broom”, which is 

caused by a fungal infection that follows a wasp laying its eggs to form a gall. Silver Birch 

trees do not live long and these strange structures indicate that the tree is getting old and 

perhaps may not survive a winter storm. Studies of the way these parasites take over the plant’s 

chemistry have helped in our understanding of how plants react. These same chemicals make 

your tomato plant grow side shoots when you take out the tip, and make your Runner Bean 

plant twist round the cane you want it to climb up.   

George Gorham 

This strange collection of 
deformed leaves on a Wild 
Rose bush has been caused 
by a Gall Wasp. This is 
called a Robin’s Pin cushion. 
It may house a colony of 
Gall Wasp larvae. This was 
photographed in the Country 
Park. The picture right is of 
an older, more red “Pin  
cushion”. 

Hildenborough Cricket Club  

won the three-match challenge against Kent Ramblas - winning the decider by 25 runs. Openers 

Greg Smith (97) and Mark Davies (73) were in great form, putting on 109 for the first wicket - 

Smith hitting six sixes and six fours. Mark Robertshaw, Ben Harding and Barry Webb all 

chipped in as Hildenborough finished on 258-5 in their 35 overs. 

Ramblas made a rapid start but excellent fielding backed up the bowlers. Ben Harding made a 

key breakthrough, dismissing the home side’s top scorer for 88 on his way to 3-29 - including a 

maiden when the run chase was on - Ramblas all out for 234. Davies finishing with 3-22. 

In other matches, Hildenborough were all out for 92, losing by 74 runs at Stonewall Park. 

The trip to East Sutton near Maidstone ended in a draw. Hildenborough needing 177 to win, 

batted out the game on 144-9. Greg Smith was the star of the show again with a superb unbeaten 

hundred in the five-wicket defeat at Petts Wood. Smith reached three figures on the last ball of 

the innings - he and Stephen Wood (45) adding 125 in a season’s best fifth wicket stand. Five 

other batsmen made ducks. Barry Webb finished with 4-26 as the home side got home with six 

overs to spare. 

Anyone interested in joining the club next season should contact Pete Wood. 

Text or call him on 07525 082 652 
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It is great to be able to say that the Market has been back in operation for three months now, 

although with a slightly reduced number of stalls and operating from the car park. ‘The sun 

shines on the righteous’ as the saying goes, and I must admit the weather has been very kind to 

us except for just one morning. September has been beautiful and let’s hope this continues for 

the next couple of weeks. Our thanks go to all our customers who have been so forbearing and 

diligently sanitised their hands and queued patiently, while taking part in long distance ‘chats’. 

After our initial start full of trepidation, the new regime has become the norm very quickly. 

Important Information: 

We are now about to change everything once again! From 6th October the majority of our 

stalls will be moving back into the Church Centre as before. By being able to move inside, 

which will be welcomed as the weather gets colder, it will also make it possible for us to be 

joined by more of our craft and speciality stalls. The stalls will be well spaced and will take you 

one way entering from the usual side/back entrance, through the hall, the foyer and the coffee 

room to exit through the French doors to the patio. There will be no entry via the front door. We 

are sorry to say that we still won’t be able to coffee just for the time being. 

We are also obliged to participate in the ‘Track and Trace’ operation and it will be obligatory to 

take names and contact telephone numbers at the door, these details being kept safely for 21 

days before being destroyed.   

Don’t forget also that as we move inside it will also be obligatory to wear a Face Mask. 

Perhaps to make the whole thing more bearable, our names on the outside of our face masks 

could be fun and could make our Market even more friendly!  

As we move indoors, we mustn’t forget we will be starting our run-up to Christmas with new 

faces joining us, as well as our faithfuls returning, so not far to look for those all-important 

gifts. Fay has been knitting fit to bust over the past few months, making a whole host of new 

knitted toys and garments, and Denice has been preparing her lotions and potions for our 

delight. We will be ready for some new jewellery from Margaret, or an amusing animal gift 

from Maria, and where would we be without Gary and his junior science kits. Just something 

for everyone.   

While I am on the subject of stallholders – Elly of ‘Contain Yourself’, who sells eco refills of 

household and personal liquids, will be adding food refills to her stock, with things like beans, 

pulses, oats and herbs, etc. and this is a little reminder to put your containers ready with your 

shopping bag on a Tuesday. From October you will now find her stall outside, so don’t forget 

to go and have a good look to see what she has to offer. 
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With everything that has been going on and rapidly changing circumstances, we have forgotten 

that we are still eating and trying to lead a semi-normal life. I hope that everyone who started 

growing vegetables this year was successful and had more luck than me. The very hot weather 

wasn’t kind to my spinach – after the second sowing going to seed, I gave up – but other stuff 

hasn’t been bad. I bought a wonderful marrow in the Market this week, the first I have seen 

anywhere for some time. Marrow has gone out of fashion somewhat, so perhaps we should get 

James Martin or someone to promote it - I think it’s delicious – and just think what has been 

done with the humble beetroot in the past couple of years!   

We weren’t so successful with our little competition for our younger members to regrow 

vegetable or fruit ‘stumps’. Perhaps next time. We did miss our ‘Cooking for Kids’ month in 

August and let’s hope everything is back on again next year. 

www.hildenboroughfarmersmarket is held Every Tuesday 9.00-11.00am in St. John’s Church 

Centre, Hildenborough. The 402 Bus stops outside. Contact: Janet Richardson, Manager – 

01732 838 903. 

Next month your copy of KEYS will contain an envelope, for you to use if you feel able and 

willing, to send a contribution towards the cost of producing the magazine. Long-time residents 

will be familiar with this practice, which enables us to provide copies to every household free 

of charge each month. Over 70 people work to provide this service, and we all appreciate your 

donations. It will also be possible to make your donation using electronic bank transfer – for 

some this a much easier method of moving money. KEYS is underwritten by St. John’s Church, 

which also operates a much-needed food bank for those less fortunate persons in the village. 

Whatever amount you donate goes towards helping our society, so please do help. 

A Farmers’ Market Recipe for October 
What about trying this very quick and easy ‘no churn’ ice cream. I thought it would be 

just in time to have with late season’s fruit or to be able to practice adding different 

flavourings before Christmas. I have usually made ice cream the conventional way, 

making an egg custard first, but this is much easier. You can then add any flavourings 

you like.  
  

600 mls Double Cream   297 g tin Condensed Milk 

2 tsps Vanilla Extract 

Place ingredients in large bowl and whisk with electric mixer until it is thick but soft, 

with clotted cream texture. Serve immediately or place in plastic tub and freeze. If 

frozen – remove from freezer 10 minutes before use. 

Coffee flavour: add 2 tbs instant expresso powder and 2 tbs espresso or coffee liqueur. 

Honeycomb: Make batch of honeycomb (or use Crunchie bars) and break to required 

size. The options are endless! Enjoy. 

http://www.hildenboroughfarmersmarket
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 This document provides an update on the progress of the Leigh expansion and Hildenborough 

embankment scheme being delivered in partnership by the Environment Agency, Kent County 

Council and Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council, as part of the Medway Flood Partnership.  

July 2020  
In December 2019 the Leigh Flood Storage Area (FSA) was put into action for the first time 

since 2014. We saw prolonged steady rainfall in the week leading up to the impounding, with 

totals of approximately 80mm for the week.  

As a result, the Environment Agency started to store water on 20 December and the FSA was 

used for a period of 62 hours in total before flows were low enough that we no longer needed to 

store water. The water level reached in the reservoir was 27.08m which accounted for 60% of 

its storage capacity.  

Several weeks later on 16 February 2020, we needed to utilise the Leigh FSA again and over a 

period of 66 hours we stored water up to a level of 27.83m which this time accounted for 90% 

of the total storage capacity. Leigh FSA storing water, Feb 2020  

If you’d like to find out more about how the Leigh FSA works to reduce downstream flood risk, 

take a look at our new You Tube animation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FVsi0WNa50 

or search for “Leigh Flood Storage Area”.  

Project update  

The scheme is continuing to progress as planned, despite some disruption from Covid-19. A key 

piece of work over the past 18 months has been our consultation with landowners and 

organisations about our proposal to increase the maximum stored water level within the Leigh 

FSA during times of flood.  

Currently we are able to store water to a maximum level of 28.05m Above Ordnance Datum 

(AOD) as measured at the control structure. Our investigations have shown that storing water to 

28.6m AOD will reduce flood risk to 1,470 homes and 100 businesses in Tonbridge. Storing to 

this level will cover 16.4 hectares of extra footprint but will provide 7.3million m3 of storage – 

a capacity increase of 24%.  

Increasing this maximum stored water level requires permission from the Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Approval for this is essential to enable both the Leigh 

expansion and Hildenborough aspects of the scheme to progress. Over the last 18 months we 

have been talking to local organisations and landowners who are affected by the increase in 

stored water level to explain what it means for them and discuss any concerns they have. We 

submitted our request to the Secretary of State to increase the stored water level in the Leigh 

FSA in early June and a decision will be made in due course.  

 

Detailed design and planning application submission 

At Leigh, slope seepage analysis carried out with Network Rail has showed that no additional 

works are needed on the Network Rail embankment that runs through the FSA in order to 

accommodate the increased stored water level. Network Rail engineers were consulted with 

before and after this analysis, specified the works needed and have accepted our assessment. 

This means that the combination of concrete walls and additional earth embankments which 

were proposed at the November 2018 drop in sessions will not be needed.  
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This is great news for the environment as the scheme will use less concrete, the works will 

require less construction traffic, and the scheme will result in fewer carbon emissions. It’s also 

great news for local users of the area as there will be less disruption from construction activities.  

On the Hildenborough part of the scheme, we have been consulting with residents of Stacey 

Road on an initial design for the new embankment and pumping station which is proposed at the 

rear of their properties. These proposals will have fairly significant visual impacts on them and 

we have taken their concerns on board. As a result we are currently looking at an alternative 

alignment which will reduce this impact.  

Photo of the railway line running through the Leigh FSA during impoundment, Feb 2020  

This redesign has affected the programme slightly and we have agreed with Tonbridge and 

Malling Borough Council to split our planning application into two:  

• Leigh FSA works which will be submitted in August 2020  

• Hildenborough works will be submitted towards the end of this year  

 

Splitting the planning application into two will enable the Leigh FSA works to keep to schedule. 

The Leigh works need to be in place before the Hildenborough works can begin, and the 

working windows for parts of the Leigh expansion are restricted to summer months due to 

increased flood risk in the winter months. The works at Leigh include implementing some 

safety measures which are legally required under the Reservoirs Act 1975. Splitting the 

planning application into two will mean that these measures can be delivered in the required 

timeframe.  

Next steps  

• Leigh FSA planning – August 2020  

• Design activities concluded - Winter 2020/21  

• Hildenborough planning – Winter 2020/21  

• Construction begins – Spring 2021  

• Construction ends - Autumn 2023  

If you have any questions about the scheme or would like to join our electronic distribution list 

for future updates, please email the project team at: LEHES@environment-agency.gov.uk 

BEWARE! 
TV Licensing have started sending letters to anyone aged over 75 asking them to either pay for 
their TV licence or apply for a free one. The letter TV Licensing sends will include your 
licence number, your title and your last name and they will only ask you to pay using the 
following options: 
By post using the address TV Licensing, PO Box 578, Darlington DL98 1AN 
Online at tvl.co.uk/75pay or tvl.co.uk/75apply 
Over the phone on 0300 790 6151 
If you are contacted and asked to pay for your TV licence using a different phone number, a 
different website or by posting your details to a different address, this is a scam. TV Licensing 
will not come to your doorstep to collect the licence fee if you are over 75, so anyone who 
claims to do so is also a scammer. If you’re unsure about anything, you can call TV Licensing 
on 0300 303 9695 to speak with someone who can help. Additionally, below is a typical 
phishing email being sent out by Fraudsters, which in this case is not targeting the over 75’s but 
trying to get people to believe that their licence fee is due and are attempting to obtain your 
financial data. Please remain vigilant to these types of scams and if unsure ring the above 
number. Additionally, never click on any links received via unsolicited emails.  

Kent Fraud Alert System 
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The Night Sky in Hildenborough – October 2020 
A glance at the night sky around 9pm at the beginning of the month will let you see 

three of the “outer” planets (that lie beyond the Earth’s orbit) Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. 

Jupiter is the bright object around 15° above the horizon just slightly west (to the right) 

of due south. Saturn lies just to the east of Jupiter but is considerably fainter and more 

likely to be mistaken for a star. They were both at their closest to Earth in July and so 

have lost a little in brightness. If you now turn towards the east you will see the red 

planet, Mars, at a similar altitude to Jupiter, amongst the stars of Pisces. However, as 

you turned you will have passed the full Moon whose light will sadly drown out all but 

the brightest of celestial bodies. Fortunately for us, Mars just so happens to be one of 

those bodies, because it reaches opposition (which I described last month) on October 

13
th
 and so is at its closest and brightest about now. The Moon will be closer to Mars 

on October 2
nd

 and then on the 3
rd

, as seen from the southern hemisphere; it passes in 

front of Mars and “occults” it for a short while.  

Last month I mentioned how most objects in the sky move almost imperceptibly 

westwards day by day. The reason for this is that as well as spinning on its axis in 

approximately 24 hours, the Earth is on a year-long journey around the Sun. It is this 

that causes, for example, the winter constellations to appear in the east in the autumn 

and as the weeks and months pass, they take centre stage in the depths of winter, 

before disappearing below the western horizon as spring comes to the fore.  

To explain this a little more, look at Fig. 1, 

which shows the Earth on two subsequent 

days. On day 1 imagine that you are in a 

deck chair facing the Sun at noon (direction 

of arrow A) and the dot on the other side of 

our planet is me looking at the stars on the 

meridian at midnight. If you could, just for a 

moment, turn the Sun off you would be 

able to observe the patterns of stars that lie 

so far away that to us they are infinitely 

distant. You could also note the location of 

the Sun relative to them. One revolution 

(360°) of the Earth later we are at position 

2 having moved approximately 1 degree in our orbit. We know it is exactly one 

revolution because were we to switch off the Sun’s glare again, we would be looking at 

precisely the same pattern of stars in the same place as yesterday (direction arrow B). 

Interestingly, to travel from position 1 to 2 has not taken us 24 hours but 23 hours and 

56 minutes and you will note that you are not facing the Sun on the meridian at noon. 

However, if you sit tight for another 4 minutes the Earth will turn that fraction of a circle 

needed to once again place the Sun due south for you and also for me to be looking at 

the stars on my meridian at midnight. 

This situation is shown in Fig. 2 where you are again facing the Sun, whilst I am now 

once more looking directly away from the Sun. These are our positions after 24 hours 

or if you prefer, 1 day, although in that “day” the Earth has rotated slightly more than 

once. You will notice that from your new viewpoint the Sun will appear to be in a 
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From the Editor 

There have been incidents lately in Meadway (and probably other roads) when inconsiderate 

parking has meant that the waste refuse collectors could not get through to complete their task. 

Please remember this when leaving your vehicle on the public highway. 

Winter and the associated wet weather will be upon us soon, so if you are a flood warden, 

please do check your equipment now, before it may be needed. We all hope for a benign     

winter, but must be prepared until the risk is reduced by the improvements to the Leigh flood   

barrier. 

Covid 19 is still dominating our lives, and it is disappointing to keep discovering yet more 

scams from unscrupulous persons trying to make money at your expense. Remember to take 

care over any new financial requests and transactions, and if need be take advice from someone 

you trust. It is always the most vulnerable and least affluent who can least afford to lose     

money. Take care - be aware. 

If you have a smart phone, do install the “what 3 words” app. This uses the GPS signal to   

identify your exact location - useful when you cannot identify any notable features around you. 

Most emergency services can use it too, and it is free, so could be useful one day if you break 

down or need help.  

slightly different position relative to the 

distant stars (direction of arrow C) and I will 

see the stars on my meridian have changed 

by a tiny amount also. 

If you consider that this process is repeated 

every day then you can see how, very 

gradually, the Sun will seem to move through 

the constellations and at night how the stars 

will have advanced just a little to the west. 

Six months after our first diagram we will be 

facing in exactly the opposite direction to that 

when we started, thanks to that extra 4     

minutes of rotation every day.  

Brian Mills FRAS 

Door to door salesmen – beware 
There have been a number of incidents recently of “ex-offenders” calling upon houses trying to 

sell goods, supposedly as part of a rehabilitation scheme. If they are refused a sale, some of 

them become abusive, swearing at the residents. Whilst there are good schemes for 

rehabilitation, please be aware that not everyone who calls is genuine. Do not feel pressured or 

sympathetic and buy anything if you have doubts. A photo ID card may not necessarily be real. 

A call to the Police on 101 will not go amiss. 
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South East Water 
Well you live and learn. In August I wrote that South East Water was a statutory consultee for 
planning applications. I have since learned they only require consulting by the planning 
department if an application involves boring for oil or natural gas from shale. So although not 
required, the planning team at Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council usually include SEW 
when they consult on applications. With the current house building regime proceeding and 
water requirement, at least SEW cannot say “we were not aware of this”. Then again, if a 
developer builds houses, SEW have a legal requirement to supply water. 
 

Boundary Commission 
In Tonbridge and Malling there is one ward, Burham and Wouldham, that has a -32% variance 
on electors to councillors, meaning less electors per councillor than in other wards. This 
variance has triggered the Local Government Boundary Commission to review Ward 
Boundaries. One thing is 100% certain. There will be a change to councillor numbers and 
ward sizes; that is two, I know, but they are related. The LGBC timetable at the present time 
indicates that all changes are to be in place for the 2023 Local Elections. 
Three other wards in the Borough have larger variances Wateringbury -12%, Snodland West 
and Holborough Lakes -11% and Kings Hill with a positive 18%.  The Commission seeks to 
deliver electoral equality for voters in local elections. Hildenborough’s variance is 4%. What 
might happen? I have absolutely no idea, but before the 2019 election, my party indicated on 
the manifesto that they would propose a change in the numbers of councillors at the next 
election. The number is not defined, but could be in the 31 to 35 bracket. For example, 
Hildenborough might lose one councillor, or Hildenborough could be merged with another 
ward. Another possibility is for electors South of the B245 to become one ward and electors 
North of the B245 to merge with Castle Ward. The LGBC website is www.lgbce.org.uk and 
each review has a dedicated web page. 
 

Planning White Paper 
The White Paper was published in August and has a consultation period that runs to 29 th 
October 2020. Government think the planning system is too complex. They envisage better 
quality of design; help for the smaller builder and in some cases if the design is inline with 
requirements, no permission needed. This is obviously a large and complex matter and the 
white paper can be found via the www.gov.uk website. 
 

20mph Speed Limit 
The trial period started last month for the 20mph limit within Tonbridge. If you wish to 
comment, please see www.kent.gov.uk/tonbridge20mph. The consultation finishes Monday 1st  
February 2021. You might notice the word Zone on the 20mph signs. This allows additional 
traffic calming mechanisms to be added to the highway. Personally I do not think 20mph UP 
Pembury Road is going to help reduce car emissions. 
 

Vegetation and Footways 
To ensure free flow for users of the footways in Hildenborough, and of course, to enable social 
distancing, please will residents cut back to their boundary any vegetation growing over the 
footways, and in the case of trees to a height that allows residents to pass safely underneath. 
KCC are the responsible authority for this matter. If contacted by KCC, residents usually have 
28 days to comply. Failure will result in KCC undertaking the work and passing the bill to the 
resident. Any vegetation obstructing the footways or even highways can be reported via the 
‘Report a problem’ on the KCC website. 

T.M.B.C. News 
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From our local MP 

Like many industries, our train operating companies have not been immune from the challenges 

of the pandemic. The increase in number of people working from home has caused challenges 

for them in getting us back on the trains. The Government took swift and decisive action to help 

the companies running our trains. Many operators, including GTR, were put under what is 

called ‘Management Contracts’. In short, it was a part-nationalisation of our railways which 

happened right at the start of the pandemic. This continues to be the case now, as companies 

rebuild their timetables. On 7th September, we saw the latest timetable changes published. 

Although there is a need to ensure that empty trains do not run and burn money, there is also a 

need to make sure that we all have the connections we need.  

The consequences of the September timetable change on Southeastern lines have been severe. 

While the company have said that 98% of its services are back to normal, a disproportionate 

amount of the 2% still missing affect our community. We’ve lost a rush hour service from 

Tonbridge to Charing Cross. Indeed, Tonbridge station has lost the Medway Valley Line 

altogether. This is a hugely important connection from Medway right the way south to 

Tonbridge, following the route of the River Medway via Wateringbury, Maidstone and 

Aylesford. We need these public transport connections to take the pressure off our overcrowded 

roads.  

Southeastern have extended 2 additional services to Tonbridge per day. But that’s not enough. 

I’ve launched a petition to keep the Medway Valley Line coming to Tonbridge, which you can 

find on my website. Added with the continual delay in delivering the Thameslink service on the 

Maidstone East line and there is no doubt we are being short-changed by our rail options at the 

moment. The longer-term solution is to get the trains running back to their normal timetable 

again. That is the aim for December should we be able to return to a form of normality. 

Tom Tugendhat 

 Council Meetings 

Meetings are currently streamed on You Tube. Search TMBC Meetings. For planning 

applications and all public speaking, resident access to Microsoft Teams is organized via the 

Democratic Service Officers. 

 

        Mark Rhodes 

Borough Councillors 

Nick Foyle 07860 444 217 

29 Farm Lane, Tonbridge 

nick.foyle@tmbc.gov.uk 

Mark Rhodes  01732 833 125 

27 Hawden Close, Hildenborough 

mark.rhodes@tmbc.gov.uk 

TMBC - 01732 844 522 

Kent County Councillor 

Harry Rayner 03000 421 606  

harry.rayner@kent.gov.uk 

 

Contact the Parish Council via 

clerkhildenboroughpc@gmail.com   or 

01732 832 367. 
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As Autumn rapidly approaches and the dark evenings are looming, we can only hope that 

COVID-19 is kept under control. As I write, numbers of victims are rising rapidly, with further 

regulations coming into force next week. It has been very reassuring to hear how our 

community has responded to supporting vulnerable people.   

Although some sort of normality has started to be reintroduced, so has the traffic speeding 

through the village.  I have received several complaints about this, particularly along residential 

roads as well as irresponsible parking and parking on footways. The latter is quite a problem in 

Hildenborough and elsewhere and seems to have reached national attention as not only does it 

create dangers for pedestrians walking in the road to avoid the vehicles but heavy vehicles 

damage the footway which was built for feet and people. 

The Council was pleased that once again it could open up its playgrounds, ball court and fitness 

area for users.  The Council has undertaken a risk assessment and has provided information on 

every entrance to these areas giving rules for its use. It has to rely on users or their carers taking 

care to wipe down equipment and gates before use with anti-bacterial cleaner suitable for use 

against viruses, keep hands sanitized and away from face (eyes, nose and mouth) in order to 

keep themselves and others safe. 

There have also been several incidents of illegal meetings in West Wood and the dumping of 

rubbish as well as evidence of fire lighting. The Council has had to pay a regulated rubbish 

remover to have this taken away. The police are now regularly patrolling the area and were able 

to detect and take action against some young people using the woodland. 

It is very frustrating that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many highways issues have had to be 

put on hold.  The Council’s Highways Improvement Plan is still awaiting assessment and 

further investigation by Kent Highways before any headway can be made. There are two items 

which have been progressed, and they are, signage to deter HGVs from turning in Foxbush and 

line and signage improvements in Nizels Lane. Both of these improvements should be 

completed by 31 March 2021. 

I am sure many of us have experienced steep learning curves with the necessity to widen our use 

of IT; the Parish Council office has not escaped this either. With meetings needing to be carried 

out remotely, they have bought into Zoom. This means that if you would like to virtually attend 

any meeting, you will need to make contact with me and I will send you an invitation to join. As 

you will have seen, a separate issue has been updating the website to make it accessible to all. 

There are still improvements to make, but currently you can find information about the Council 

and the Village as well as financial and other documents, minutes and agenda from all meetings 

– do take a look on www.hildenboroughpc.org.uk, let us know what you think and/or what else 

could be usefully included. In order to be accessible, the Council has also upgraded its very old 

software. The cctv has not escaped this revolution either; new high definition cameras have been 

installed, as well as a remote connection. 

http://www.hildenboroughpc.org.uk
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 The Council met remotely on 9 September after the summer recess. There were many things to 

consider and plan for next year, as in October the budget has to be drafted to be approved in 

December. The Council considered two large projects, firstly a track around the Recreation 

Ground, which has frequently been requested by runners, walkers and people with dogs in order 

that the area can be used during the winter when it is frequently very wet. The other large 

project under consideration is that of replacing the current two dilapidated storage facilities 

beside the Pavilion with one watertight and secure building. Quotations for these will be sought, 

although it will not be possible to undertake both in the coming year. 

At last the picnic area on the village green is under construction (it should be completely 

finished by the time you read this).  When the area was marked out by the contractors, some 

residents around the ground were unhappy about its position, so it was agreed to move it further 

towards the centre of green. It looks as if it is going to be a fine feature and a lovely facility. The 

Parish Council has agreed the planting scheme for the planter, a multi-stemmed Amelanchier 

lamarckii tree with ground cover provided by hebes and euonymus and some bulbs for the 

spring. One of the Rowan trees is currently listing to one side. It will be staked up by the same 

contractors. A litter bin for this area is being considered. 

Talking of Spring, one of our members has agreed to plant a large selection of bulbs, purchased 

with a donation from a resident, around the Village Green. I think everyone who lives or passes 

by the Green during the Spring will gain much enjoyment from them and appreciate this 

generous thought. 

Planning issues are never far away it seems, what with prospective housing and other 

development in the area. The latest issue to be brought to the Council is the Government White 

Paper on Planning, which is advocating a drastic reorganisation of planning regulations. This, 

together with the examination by the Inspectorate of the draft Local Plan for Tonbridge & 

Malling Borough Council during October and November, bodes for an uncertain future where 

planning and construction is concerned. The Parish Council is looking into developing a 

Neighbourhood Plan in order that local interests can be taken into consideration when planning 

applications are considered. 

There seems to have been a spate of suspicious characters visiting houses in Hildenborough 

with various tales of tree work, looking for lost animals, etc. but seizing any opportunity to gain 

access to the rear of the house. I am sure that everyone will take great care not to buy services 

from such unsolicited offers, but will obtain quotations from reputable companies on 

recommendation from friends or family or organisations such as Check a Trade, and also ensure 

all property is properly secured when leaving home or going outside. 

Don’t forget you can always meet with a member at the Famers’ Market on the second Tuesday 

of the month (13 October) to make any comments, put forward ideas or just ask for something 

to be looked into. As always I am happy to answer your questions or take ideas to put to the 

members. I can be contacted on 01732 832 367 (please leave a message if I do not answer and I 

will get back to you asap) or email on clerkhildenboroughpc@gmail.com 

Pam Gow 

mailto:clerkhildenboroughpc@gmail.com
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St. John’s Church Centre 
Every Tuesday 9 – 11 a.m. 

Contact:  Janet Richardson 
01732 838 903 

www.hildenboroughfarmersmarket.co.uk 

KEYS ADVERTISING 

Please note that the PCC cannot be held 

responsible for the quality of the services on 

offer.  For any serious complaint, contact our 

advertising manager, Jill Hinds. If you have 

any compliments on tradesmen or 

companies, we’d love to hear them too. 

The Poppy, wild flower and symbol of remembrance 

The Poppy is one of the most successful weeds of cultivation. Its strategy for survival is in its 

seeds. They are produced in a seed head that is like a pepper pot. When knocked or blown they 

are sprinkled over a wide area. They make sure that they are 

widely distributed but it is only part of their scheme - they are 

very persistent. Poppy seeds live a very long time in the soil and 

when the soil is disturbed they germinate and flourish.  Keep your 

eyes open when you see a newly dug trench - one of the first 

plants to invade this new habitat is the Poppy, in this country, the 

Field Poppy. Herbicides have reduced the weeds in crops but 

have not destroyed the hidden reservoir of seed in the soil. 

In the past, the poppy, the darnel and the charlock were common 

weeds of cereal crops. Weed killers have fortunately reduced the 

darnel to the occasional plant, which is fortunate, as this grass was a weed whose seeds can be 

home to a fungus that is poisonous. It may have been the cause of forms of winter madness 

recorded in the Middle Ages. The poppy has proved tougher but less dangerous. 

During the Great War the fighting was through the farmland of Flanders; the fields of wheat 

were dug into trenches and turned into fields of death. Trenches and shell holes transformed the 

once peaceful farmland into a muddy horror. Into this horror, 

nature returned with a carpet of crimson in the form of poppies. 

This was described in the famous poem "In Flanders Fields," by 

the Canadian surgeon and soldier John McCrae. 

Poppies have long been used as a symbol of sleep, peace, and 

death. Sleep because of the opium that can be extracted from 

them, and death because of the crimson or blood-red colour of the 

flower. As far back as the Greek and Roman empires, poppies 

were used as offerings to the dead. John McCrae’s poem was 

influential in the choice of the Poppy as the symbol of remembrance for the dead of the Great 

War, but did they realise the mythology and biology behind the decision? 

George Gorham 
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Cats Whiskers In Home Pet Care 
A professional, caring pet sitting 
service. Your pet looked after in their 
home, twice daily visits or by 
arrangement. call/text 07568 507 374 
or email catswhiskersenq@aol.com 

Sources of perennial plants, shrubs and hedging. 

Order your winter root-ball hedging now  

Have a bespoke project or request for outdoor planting,? 

email us: info@woodhamsplantsourcing.co.uk  

www.woodhamsplantsourcing.co.uk 
 

English Cherry Laurel Rootball Prices start from: 

40-60cm (1.5-2ft): £8.00 each Up to 160-180cm (5.5-6ft): £68.00  
 

English Yew Rootball prices start from: 

40-60cm (1.5-2ft): £13.00 each Up to 175-200cm (6-6.5ft) £94.00 each 
 

Photinia x Fraseri Red Robin Rootball prices start from: 

60-80cm (2ft): £18.00 each Up to 175-200cm (6-6.5ft) £65.00 each 
 

Various other sizes available and all prices subject to availability. 
 

All prices include VAT 
 

07843 671 142  

Suppliers of Beech - Conifers – Griesilinia - 

Hornbeams –– Ilex – Lonicera - Pittosporum - 

Quercus – Mixed Hedging and more. 

mailto:info@woodhamsplantsourcing.co.uk
http://www.woodhamsplantsourcing.co.uk


24 



25 

 Snippits 
Unisex hair salon 

01732 833 328 
 

172 Tonbridge Road 
Hildenborough   TN11 9HP 

Foot Care 
  Alice Neale (nee  Hannan) 

BSc (Hons) MChS 

Health & Care Professions Council registered 

Chiropodist / Podiatrist 

Tel: 01732 832 524   Local resident 

A caring and gentle approach to your feet 

OSTEOPATH 
Ian Clutton  BSc (Hons) Ost. 

At Integrated Health 
Ian uses manipulation, cranial and soft tissue tech-

niques (massage). Not just backs........... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

01732 464 109 

www.integratedhealthsevenoaks.com 

28 London Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1AP  

 

• Arthritic Pain 
• Sciatic Pain 
• Sinus Problems 
• Headache 
• Acute Injury 
• Nerve Compression 
• Jaw Dysfunction 
• Sports injuries 
• Elbow / Knee Pain 
• Achilles Pain 
• Frozen Shoulder 
• Constipati on 
• Whiplash 
• Tinnitus 
• Disc Damage 
• Rehabilitation 
• Antenatal 
• Babies 

HELEN BOUCHER BSc(Hons), SRP, 

MCSP, AACP  (15 years experience) 

State Registered Physiotherapist 

Specialising in the treatment of: 

Sports injuries.  Back and neck pain 

Rehabilitation following joint  

replacements, surgery and  

fractures.  Arthritic pain. 
The Hawthorns, Powder Mill Lane, Leigh, 

TN11 8QD  (Parking available) 

Tel: 833 297 Mob: 07939 646 030 

JACQUELINE GREEN 
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER 

 

14 years experience 

Recently moved to the area 

1-2-1, Partner and small groups 

Specialising in Seniors, Obesity, 

Pre/post natal fitness 

www.jacquelinegreen.co.uk 

07834 317 822 

FIRST SESSION FREE! 
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Home Help 
 

An online service connecting you to 

local helpers who provide a helping 

hand at home or in the garden, 

chaperone service and companionship 
www.closetohand.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
Live-In Home Care 

We are an independent, family run agency 

with many years experience.  
 

We provide clients with one to one 

 live-in care in their own home. 

Tunbridge Wells 01892 518 400 

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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r/o Texaco Petrol Station, London Road 
Hildenborough    TN11 9ND 

  T: 01732  833 214     M: 07748 662 272 

info@hildenboroughbodyworx.com 

www.hildenboroughbodyworx.com   

All types of bodywork catered for:- 
Full spraybake facilities  -  Full resprays 
Accident damage repairs 
Paintless dent removal 
Custom airbrush art 
Courtesy car available 

 

MOT Test Centre @ Alba Transport 
 

MOT, Servicing, Mechanical Repairs 
Air Conditioning Services 

Tel: 01732 838 655 
 

Rear of Harvest Petrol Station, London Road 
Hildenborough, TN11 9ND 

THE BRILLIANT CAR 

CLEANING CO. LTD. 

 

Keith Walters 

07887 60 11 44 

www.brilliantcarcleaning.com 

C R S Travel Services 
 

Airports / Theatre / Weddings 
Any Occasion Social or Business 

4 & 8 Seaters 

Tel: 07760 276 735 

Email: crs.travel@btinternet.com 

www.crs-services.co.uk 

Tonbridge 

 Wasp Treatment 

    Taking the sting out of summer 

  andy.wasp   

 Wasp & Wasp nest treatment 

 Fast, Efficient & Reliable  
  

 Mobile: 07833 558 773            
 Email: andy.wasp@yahoo.co.uk 

  Tonbridge area 

     Postcodes 

     TN9, 10, 11 
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Adam’s Gardens 
Let your garden be mine too 

  General Garden 
Maintenance 

• Renovation 
• Expert Pruning 

• Ideas & Inspiration 
• Plant Advice/Supplies 
 

Friendly, Reliable & Fully Insured 

     Studied horticulture at Hadlow  
 (National Diploma - Distinction) 

Ring for a free quote 
 

          07957 461 958 
01732 846 796 

adamurgardener@aol.com 

 

TREE FELLAS 

   Tree Surgery         

Reshaping          

Pollarding 

Stump Removal                  

Hedge Trimming 

 Grass cutting and general 

maintenance 

Fully qualified and insured 

Free Estimates and advice 

Ring Jim  

07795 274 200 
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HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD. 
Year-round garden management,  
regular maintenance or a one-off  

garden tidy/clearance. 
Complete landscaping projects, such as 

paths, patios, retaining walls, all types of 
fencing, turfing/seeding, hedge 

cutting and hedge laying. 

please phone Karl on 01892 740 

133 or  07909 916 909 

www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

P.W.STURMER 
ROOFING 

TILING   SLATING   MOSS CLEARING 

FASCIAS    SOFFITS    GUTTERING 

STABLES  GARAGE ROOFS 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

      ROOFING 
 

Phone PAUL on:  01732 833 401 
 or mobile:  07860 483 355 

McDonnell Plastering and Decorating Ltd 
 

 Skimming over artex          Re-skims 
 All interior and exterior decorating Coving  
 General property maintenance  New Ceilings  
 

Contact us for a free estimate on: 
01732 300 284 or 07770 667 915 

Email: patmcdonnell@blueyonder.co.uk  

 

 

Experienced Qualified Arborists 

All Tree & Hedge Works Undertaken 

Emergency Call Out 

£5 Million Public Liability Insurance 

01892 863 148 
www.hazelwoodtrees.co.uk 

Email: info@hazelwoodtrees.co.uk 

 

 

Experienced Qualified Arborists 

All Tree & Hedge Works Undertaken 

Emergency Call Out 
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GORDON PATERSON  
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Celebrating 40 years in business 

Glass replacement inc. broken/misted DG units 
Maintenance of PVC windows, doors, locks, handles. 
General property maintenance, painting & decorat-
ing. Kitchen refurbishments, DIY SOS including flat 
pack assembly. 

Contact Gordon Paterson for quotations on: 
07836 262 833 or 01732 832 079 

Email: gordonpaterson21@gmail.com 

HALES CONSTRUCTION LTD 
Local reliable building company 

Extensions, refurbishments, new builds, garage conversions, kitchens,  

bathrooms, fascias/soffits & gutters, roofing & glazing 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel 01732 838 180 

Dan Hales 07765 222 246 

halesconstructionltd@hotmail.com 

P J Richardson 
Carpenter  /  General 
Property Maintenance 

01892 870 714 

07739 932 043 

buildandlandscape.co.uk 

• All Types of Property  

 Refurbishment/Maintenance 

• Block Driveway Specialist 

         including Refurbishment 

• Patios—Stone/Block 

• Hard Landscaping 

• Call for a Free Quotation or  

 Advice—No Obligation 
          

Other Trades Available     

01732 834161  
07787 765657 

 

In Business In Hildenborough Since 1880 
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       For all your electrical  
   requirements large or small: 

Consult your local established experts 
without obligation 

‘Your satisfaction is our business’ 
61 Mount Pleasant Road 

Weald, Sevenoaks  TN14 6QB 

Mob: 07956 962 428  Tel: 01732 742 144  

Mr Shaun Simmons 

S. L. HAZELL Ltd. 
DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL 

 

Mark Hazell  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR - Part P Registered 

 

11 Foxbush, Hildenborough, Kent  TN11 9HT 

Tel: 01732 834 843   Mobile: 07774 607 800 

Email:  markthespark@slhazell.com 

THE AERIAL MAN 
(inc. 1st class Aerial Services) 

Family Run Business 

Welcome to the Digital age 

H.D.REALITY DIGITAL 

AERIAL INSTALLATION 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

SPECIAL RATES - OAPs 

IN HILDENBOROUGH 

01732 883 542 

CCTV Home Security/
Neighbourhood Watch 

Lucinda Lewis 
07422 665 572 

01732 463 409 
 

Beautiful Hand Sewn  

Curtains and Blinds 

Competitively Priced 

Locally Based 
 

BA (HONS) TEXTILES 
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Specialist in Commercial & Domestic 
Floorings & Window Blinds 

Family business established 1952 
 

Ballard Floorings 
 

Tel: 01732 834 900 
Mob: 07976 291 441 

www.ballardfloorings.co.uk 
 

Supply and fit service only 

WATERCOLOURS 
Painting Classes with  

Professional Artist 
Please contact Hazel Kelly 

Tel: 01732 834 011 

Mobile: 07957 418 481 
www.hazelk.co.uk 
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D. Sands Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

             Free estimates and design 

Discounted rates for Hildenborough residents 

VAT free on heating and plumbing 

Mob:  07721 057 680    Tel: 01732 354 771 

Reg. No. 
221997 

    IAN HOLLOBON 
  HEATING & PLUMBING 
All Domestic Plumbing 

Full Heating Design & Installation 

Landlord certificates & safety inspections 

Unvented Cylinders and  

Accumulators 

 Tel:  07887 726 275 

hollobon@virginmedia.com 

Gaza Timber 
Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough 

Timber, Sheet Materials, Doors, 

Ironmongery, Decking, Fencing, Paint 

Mixer, Power Tools, Tools, Trade and 

DIY Welcome. 

Prompt delivery can be arranged 

Phone 01732 463 245  
or Fax 01732 743 200 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/assets/editor/uploaded/5919.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/affiliates&h=250&w=250&sz=9&tbnid=5y9KVQ7OMBeSoM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=logos+for+Gas+Safe&tbm
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/assets/editor/uploaded/5919.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/affiliates&h=250&w=250&sz=9&tbnid=5y9KVQ7OMBeSoM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=logos+for+Gas+Safe&tbm
mailto:hollobon@virginmedia.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oilboiler.ie/sites/all/themes/duignan2/images/Oftec.png&imgrefurl=http://www.oilboiler.ie/?q=about&h=438&w=400&sz=35&tbnid=EiM7vfpVXW6PpM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=89&prev=/search?q=logos+for+Oftec&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/assets/editor/uploaded/5919.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rsheatingandbuilding.co.uk/affiliates&h=250&w=250&sz=9&tbnid=5y9KVQ7OMBeSoM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=logos+for+Gas+Safe&tbm
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W ealden 

surveys &  
conservation 

 

David Vanns  -  director 
BSc, Dip Bldg Cons (RICS), P.G.Dip 

01732 835 289  07813 160 902 

E: surveys@wealdensc.co.uk 

4 Fairfield Way, Hildenborough,  

TN11 9ET 

ANDY NORMAN 

FULL HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE 

INCLUDING OUTBUILDINGS 

WE PURCHASE SINGLE ITEMS & COMPLETE HOUSE 

CONTENTS, COLLECTABLES & ANTIQUES 

GOLD & SILVER BOUGHT AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Environment Agency Licensed Waste carriers 

We recycle, re-use & donate where possible 

Mob: 077 89 8888 62 

20 BARDEN ROAD, TONBRIDGE 
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WINDOW CLEANER 
 

Local, trustworthy and very          
reliable window cleaner,                      
established for 17 years. 

 

Please phone Gary on 
01732 350 929 

Or mobile 
07790 520 680 

GLASS EXCHANGE 
Double Glazing Repairs 

Having problems with condensation  between 

your double glazed units? 

We replace just the glass - not the frames 

We specialize in all types of repairs 

Door Locks, Door Handles, Letter Boxes  Window 

Hinges, Cat Flaps, Window Keys, Double Glazing, 

Patio Rollers 

Free Quotations       Tel: 01732 849 191 

277 London Road, West Malling, ME19 5AE 

The Pharmacy 
50 years Service to Hildenborough Village 

NHS + Private prescriptions dispensed 

Home deliveries by arrangement 

Open Mon-Fri 8.45-6.30, Sat 9.00-5.30 

Smoking cessation support available from  

trained assistants.  Equine and other veterinary 

products supplied. 

Thompsons Pharmacy, 1a Riding Lane. 

Tel: 833 433   
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Blue screen? System keeps crashing, 
slow system, updates fail? Infected 
by a virus.? Scammed. Disk crash. 
Upgrades Network-installations. 
Resolve power up issues. Clean the 

system after a virus attack. Recover data from 
failed-disk. Health checks. Custom built PCs.  
System backup advice. Confused? I have 35 
years  experience in the IT industry 

Contact Mike on 07720-068292 
mikephowels@gmail.com 

www.mphcomputing.co.uk 
 Want a 2nd income you can bank on?                     

  Earn an increasing 

ongoing commission with a 

Major British Plc, which 

could be life changing. Part-

time, flexible hours. Free 

training and support. Help 

people to save money. 

www.OwnYourLifeBusiness.co.uk                       

call Heather: 07765 437 360 / 01732 440 400 

 Local Chimney Sweep 

*  Traditional Brush & 

    HEPA Vacuum 

*  Smoke Testing & Insurance 

    Certificate Included 

*  Fully Insured 

*  ICS Registered 

*  Installation Advice Given 

Call: E. Coleman on 
01732 810 053 

FREE LOCAL CALL OUT         COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

Alistair Colenutt 
 
 

Repairs to Washing Machines,  
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers, 

Electric Cookers, Fridges and Freezers 
 

Evening and Weekend Calls Welcome 
 

Mobile  07748 857 161 
Landline  01732 355 697 

 

alistairjc@hotmail.com 

mailto:mikephowels@gmail.com
http://www.just3minutes.info
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ORGANISATIONS 

Community Groups 

AFTERNOON WI       Mrs Betty Mackay (832 549) 

EVENING WI                                                                            Miss Lorna Stapley (832 871) 

GARDENERS’ SOCIETY   Secretary .……………………… David Haugh (832 869) 

GUIDES  (Hildenborough)   ..................................................... Louise Neale (361 759) 

SCOUT GROUP……………………………………………… 8thtonbridgescouts@gmail.com  

CUBS PACK (Ages 8-10.5 Monday evenings)   hildenboroughwolfcubs@gmail.com 

BEAVERS (Ages 6-8  Thurs 5.00-6.15 p.m.)   HildenboroughBeavers8thTonbridgeScouts@hotmail.com 

EXPLORERS (Ages 14-18)             leaders@hildenborough-explorers.org.uk  
HILDENBOROUGH CONSERVATION GROUP   Mrs Lynne Flower (355 080) 

HILDENBOROUGH FARMERS’ MARKET and COFFEE Janet Richardson (838 903) 

HILDENBOROUGH  HISTORY SOCIETY ........................... Judith McQuillan (834 610) 

HILDENBOROUGH YOUTH CLUB ..................................... Temporarily suspended 

HOSPICE IN THE WEALD      Thelma Fairs (832 475) 

PARISH COUNCIL      01732 832 367 

HILDENBORO’ C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL……........             hildenborough.kent.sch.uk (833 394) 

FOR THE STOCKS GREEN  PRE-SCHOOL DETAILS SEE AD ON PAGE 26 

MUSICAL BUMPS     Margaret Lewin (07736 244 142) 

STOCKS GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL   stocksgreenprimary.co.uk (832 758) 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS     Pat Davies (833 092) 

VILLAGE PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION    David Vanns (835 289) 

KENT POLICE (Non-emergency calls)   101 

Church Groups 

HOUSE GROUPS  ……………………..………………………… Tim Saiet (833 596) 

HILDENBOROUGH MEN’S GROUP    Gordon Paterson (832 079) 

PRAYER CHAIN       Cynthia Fawcus (833 397) 

KIDS’ CHURCH  

YOUNGER YOUTH (Sundays term time 4 - 6 p.m.)  Marcus Hockley (07800 887 938) 

NEW GENERATION (14 plus) ...................................................... Marike Dodd or Louise Stalker 

       Contact via Church office  

Hildenborough Sports 
BADMINTON:                  Kathryn Stewart (07809 299 553) 

HILDENBOROUGH INDOOR (SHORT MAT) BOWLS CLUB  David Chambers (833 612) 

HILDENBOROUGH CRICKET CLUB    Barry Webb (838 422) 

HILDENBOROUGH FRIENDLY BADMINTON CLUB .............   Ivan Kirkpatrick (07730 888 429) 

HILDENBOROUGH SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB (SUNDAYS)  Helen (07941 254 723) 

STOOLBALL CLUB           Bill Richardson (838 903) 

TENNIS CLUB (membership)     Jo Garrett (832 393) 

HILDENBOROUGH SPORTS ASSOCIATION (Running Races)    Mark Taylor (832 948) 

THE OAKS BRIDGE CLUB ...........................................................   Marilyn Starkey (832 449)  

 

Floodline      0345 988 1188 

Keys is printed by Premier Print Group 

mailto:leaders@hildenborough-explorers.org.uk
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