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HILDENBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
60 Knowsley Way * Hildenborough * Tonbridge * Kent * TN11 9LQ 

telephone:       01732 832367 

email:  Clerk@hildenboroughpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

website:  www.hildenboroughpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 

Annual Parish Meeting of Hildenborough Parish Council held in the Jim England Hall of the 

Village Hall, Riding Lane, TN11 9HY on Wednesday 11 March 2020 

MINUTES 

1. Introduction 

The chair, Mrs M Coles, welcomed everyone, approximately 20 local residents, and she 

hoped everyone had had time to enjoy the refreshments and displays from Hildenborough 

Conservation Group and Tuesday Bowls Club.  She also welcomed the speakers from Kent 

Search and Rescue, Daphne Allen and Jon Abrahamson as well as Bonnie, the search dog. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies had been received from Mark Rhodes, Tim Sait, Howard Dolling, Lynne and Peter 

Flowers, Colmar Lewis and Pam Gow. 

3. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 13 March 2019. 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the chair, Mrs M Coles. 

4. Matters Arising 

There were none. 

5. Annual Report of Hildenborough Parish Council 2019/20 

Following the elections on 2 May the Council was inquorate as only 3 nominations had been 

received.  It took until 22 May to follow the legal procedures and co-opt a further 8 

members.  Mrs Coles introduced all the members present at the meeting.   She explained 

that sadly one member had resigned due to changes to work patterns and the  

Council would be looking to co-opt. 

 

The police were unable to attend but had sent a report which Mrs Coles read to residents.   

This included the number of recently recorded crimes and details of the new PCSO for the 

village, James Billson who is still under tutoring.  Contact details were given for PCSO James 

Billson.  It was suggested that residents use a section of the website where they can contact 

the local team to tell the police of issues and priorities.   Finally it was stated that Kent Police 

are recruiting for constables and special constables. 
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The Speed Watch Team were not able to be present but had sent a report on recent 

sessions.   Both along Stocks Green and Tonbridge Road a number of vehicles were 

speeding. 

 

Mrs Coles began the Council’s Report to residents by saying that the Council worked very 

much as a team and that each chair of the Planning, Open Spaces, Finance and Flood Forum 

would report on these areas. 

 

5.1 Planning 

It was reported that 75 planning applications had been commented on during the year, 28 

fewer than last year.  The Council objected to one and the Borough Council refused four. 

The Local Plan is still under consideration by the Inspectors and an examination by them 

would be taking place in East Malling in late May and June.  The decision was not expected 

until much later this year. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

1. There was a question on the Local Plan regarding the proposal for development in 

Stocks Green Road:  a new inspector has been appointed and as had been said previously an 

examination by them would be taking place in late May and June.  

2. There was a question regarding the development of the Volvo Garage and Fidelity 

sites:   there had been an exhibition of a proposal for the Volvo site but there was no 

information on the Fidelity site.  The Council could not comment until formal planning 

applications had been received. 

3. There was a question on the progress of the parking investigation by Tonbridge & 

Malling Borough Council:  The Council had not received information on this to date.  Plans 

were still with the Borough Council and had not progressed to the Joint Transportation 

Board. 

 

5.2 Open Spaces 

David Haugh, chair of Open Spaces began by saying the council had made some significant 

improvements to facilities.  He sited the car park which had been repaired and top dressed 

and only the day before had been swept following two failed attempts due to drivers 

removing the car park closed signage. 

 

The belisha beacons by Hildenborough Medical Centre are due to be replaced with a style 

which is more visible, one being offset to avoid the telegraph pole. 

 

Two more seats are to be installed in West Wood Play Area as soon as conditions allow. 

 

The cctv in the Recreation Ground had been upgraded in response to recent vandalism. 
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The coming year would see improvements to the Village Green which will include installing 

more seating. 

 

The Recreation Ground continues to provide a venue for cricket, stoolball and fitness classes 

on a regular basis and also for one off events such as the Scout’s Summer Music Festival. 

 

As ever, there have been major concerns over speeding through the village.  Speed Watch 

and the Council’s Highways Development Plan are both hoping to address some of the 

issues which currently exist. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

1. A question was raised regarding the seating on the Village Green as to whether a 

decision had been made:  Some concerns were expressed that the Green should not 

become a play area and also about the ponding during the winter spilling through to a 

resident’s garden.  The latter would be looked into. 

2. A member of the Speed Watch Team emphasised that this does make a difference.  

 

5.3 Finance 

Andrew McNeil, chair of Finance Committee reported the budget to be on target for 

2019/20.  Income of £89,553 and been received to date which included a grant of £1,500.  

Income was not expected to increase significantly during March. 

 

Expenditure to 29 February 2020 was £71,593 and was not expected to rise significantly 

during March.   

 

The Council received a grant of £1,500 towards replacement windows for the Oaks Nursery 

and supplemented this from its budget by £600.   The Council made various other donations 

during the course of the year which included £2,050 towards the upkeep of the churchyard, 

£250 for the Y2 Crew Summer Play Scheme, insurance cover for Hildenborough 

Conservation Group and local charities totalling £500. 

 

Large items of expenditure included repairs and resurfacing to the car park (£13,943), two 

benches for West Wood (£1,382), upgrading to cctv (£557), election expenses (£1,141), and 

grounds maintenance totalled £9,762. 

 

The calculation for Council Tax Band D properties for 2020/21 for the Parish Council is 

£35.80 which is just over half of the average for Parishes in Tonbridge & Malling area. 

There were no questions from the floor. 

 

5.4 Flood Forum Report 
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Mr David Haugh gave a brief report on the Hildenborough Flood Forum and the recent 

response to flooding in Leigh Road, Elm Grove and Byrneside during Storm Dennis.  Houses 

were saved from an influx of foul water from the blocked sewer by flood wardens, members 

of the Parish Council and local residents providing sandbag protection and sweeping the 

water away.   The fire service saved the day by pumping away the foul water. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

1. Cllr Harry Rayner suggested he sits on the Hildenborough Flood Forum as he sits on 

the Kent Flood Risk Management Forum and he was the only KCC councillor not included in 

a Flood Forum for the local parish.   Mr Haugh agreed he should be invited to the next 

meeting. 

 

Mrs Coles expressed the Council’s thanks to Flood Wardens, Member and neighbours who 

had been so helpful during the recent bad weather and incidents of flooding. 

 

6. Kent Search and Rescue 

Unfortunately the projector malfunctioned so Daphne and Jon gave an interesting talk 

describing the training of them and the dogs which is very rigorous.  They described the call-

out system, also how the dog tracks and how they track the dog! 

A surprising large number of people go missing each year.   There are about 75 members of 

the scheme – all volunteers. 

 

7. Conclusion 

Mrs Coles thank Kent Search and Rescue for their informative presentation and everyone 

for attending.  

 

The evening concluded at 8.45pm 

 


