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HILDENBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
60 Knowsley Way * Hildenborough * Tonbridge * Kent * TN11 9LQ 

telephone:       01732 832367 
email:  Clerkhildenboroughpc@gmail.com  

website:  www.hildenboroughpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8 January 2020 in the Finzi Room of the 

Village Hall, Riding Lane 
 

Present: Mrs M Coles (chair)  Mr D Cuss   Miss K Dobson 
  Mr D Haugh   Mr A McNeil   Mrs H Noone 
  Mr G Paterson   Mrs E Simons   Mr I Sklavenitis  
  Ms S Thomas 
Also present: Mrs P Gow (clerk)  Cllr N Foyle (until item 7.) 

 
1. Apologies and reasons for absence  
Mr C Lewis (unwell) 
2  Declaration of Personal or Prejudicial Interests 
There were none. 
3. Declaration of gifts and hospitality  
There were none. 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 December 2019 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the chair, Mrs M Coles. 
5. Matters arising from 11 December 2019 not covered elsewhere in the agenda 
There were none. 
 
6.1 FINANCE 
6.1.1 To approve income and payments December 2019  
The following payments and income were approved: 

 
  Payments made in December 

 Cheque no. Name item/service amount (£) 
 103053  Hildenborough Conservation Group   donation  112.00  
 103054 Hospice in the Weald Donation 200.00 
 103055 CAB Donation 100 
 

103056 Counselling Centre Donation 200.00 
 103057 Nationwide transfer of funds 11,932.00 
 103058 Cancelled 

 
0.00 

 @ Employee related salaries/expenses/HMRC 1,080.93 
 103061 Glasdon grit bin 177.83 
 103062 Commercial Services ground contract 1299.60 
 103063 A Baker maintenance contract 280.00 
 direct debit Plusnet phone/internet 34.96 
 direct debit credit card cleaning equipment 35.66 
 direct debit Castle Water water supply 26.95 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
15479.93 

 

     

 
 Income received in December  

 
 

 Sevenoaks Bookshop   publications   40.00 
 

 
 cash   publication     20.00 
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 Interest   BMM1 1 and 2   11.78 

 

 
 TOTAL  

 
 71.78 

  
6.1.2 Account Balances at 31 December 2019  
The following account balances were confirmed as correct by Mr A McNeil, Chair of the Finance 
Committee. 

Account   Amount (£) 

Current Account 15,220.05 

Busines Money Manager 1 54,696.91 

Business Money Manager 2            0.00 

Business 95 Day Account 37,906.60 

Total 107,823.56 
6.1.3 To approve cheque payments for January 2020 
The following cheque payments were approved following discussion regarding the completion of the 
work by R Marchant & Sons Ltd.  The car park had been repaired and top dressed but the sweeping 
following on from this work had not been satisfactory.  The problem stemmed from residents/drivers 
removing the ‘closed car park’ signage and cones blocking the entrance so that when the contractors 
attended to sweep this was not possible.  On a second occasion they failed to inform the clerk who was 
arranging for the car park to be chained off and, as a consequence, once again there were parked cars.  
It is not possible to complete the work now as since that time there have been continuous periods of 
rain without time to dry off and the grit has become mixed with run-off soil and decaying leaves.  It was 
agreed to pay the £210 for the sweeping as the company had hired the relevant equipment and the 
fault lay with our residents/drivers using the car park.   
ACTION: A letter would be sent with the cheque stating that the Council was not happy about this 
situation as they had failed to inform the clerk on the second occasion. 

 
 Appendix 2:  Cheque Payments made in January 2020   

 Cheque no.   Name   item/service   £  

103064  RWE   tree surgery  4410.00 

103065 cancelled 
 

0.00 

103066 A Baker maintenance contract 440.00 

103067 D Buckett internal audit 280.60 

103068 Hags-Smp Lt climbing equip. caps 42.00 

103069/70 Employee related salaries/expenses/HMRC 1,083.53 

103071 SLCC Subscription 161.00 

103072 R Marchant & Sons Ltd car park top dressing 7,093.20 

103073 D Haugh travel expenses 2019 81.90 

 
TOTAL 

 
 13,592.23 

 

6.1.4 Precept 2020/21  

It was confirmed that the precept agreed in December had been returned to Tonbridge & Malling 

Borough Council. 

6.1.5 3rd Quarter Accounts 

Commentary on income and payments was included on the Accounts circulated to all members prior to 

the meeting.   It was reported that the Accounts showed the budget to be mainly on target.  The main 

difference being KCC had agreed to fund the enhanced belisha beacons near to Coldharbour Lane, 

therefore there would be £6,000 unallocated under the project cost centre.  This is all subject to 

expenditure not being required on emergencies before 31 March 2020. 

6.1.6 HSBC Safeguarding procedure 
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No progress could be reported on this procedure.  HSBC had informed the clerk that they had an 

extensive back log but had not responded to the request for information on what was actually required 

from the Council.  They had said they would not close the accounts on 3 January but would need us to 

update and confirm business details by 2 February. 

ACTION: The clerk to work with Miss Dobson to try to resolve the matter.   

6.1.7 Internet Banking  

HSBC had sent a link to give details of transferring to internet banking but it seemed there maybe 

disparity between what they offered and what the Council required.   

ACTION: The clerk to liaise with Miss Dobson and to also obtain details from Unity Bank and two 

other high street banks in time for the next Parish Council Meeting 

6.1.8 Internal Audit  

Two concerns were raised as reported previously, that of the website needing to be updated to be 

accessible (see item 6.1.9) and finding out when items were posted on the current website. 

ACTION: The clerk to seek dates of posting from the current website provider.    

6.1.9. Provision of accessible website 

It was confirmed that the Council had expressed an interest in the Cantium offer.   A decision on 

whether they would provide an updated website was due to be made shortly.  Mr Haugh reported he 

had investigated the Hugo Fox option but currently this site was not accessible. 

ACTION: The clerk to obtain an indication as to whether Cantium has received sufficient interest to be 

viable.-  

6.1.10 Insurance cover 2020/21 

A quotation has been received from Zurich for 20/21 of £1,274.98. 

ACTION: Comparative quotations would be sought for the February Parish Council Meeting to 

make a decision. 

6.1.11 Review Asset list and Financial Risk Assessment 

DECISION: The Asset list was agreed as were those items to be covered by our insurance.  Two items 

were written off, the gravel footpath in West Wood and the caretaker’s strimmer.  The only additions 

were the two new benches for West Wood and the replacement grit bin.  The current value had been 

increased by 3% as suggested by Zurich.  It was further decided to leave making a decision on the 

Financial Risk Assessment until after the internet banking accounts had been resolved. 

OPEN SPACES  
6.2.1 Cctv system 
Concerns were raised as to whether the Chroma Vision quotation was the answer as other problems 
had been identified.   They seemed reluctant to meet on site and had instead sent links to a website 
which require agreement to view which was not acceptable. 
DECISION and ACTION: This would be looked into again, suggestions of improving lighting with 
security lights and opinion sought from other providers.   
6.2.2 Vandalism 
It was reported that vandalism seemed to be increasing.  Following on from the damage to the Pavilion 
and the fire raising in the Recreation Ground there had been incidents involving 5 litter bins, one of 
which was destroyed, 2 damaged and two were missing.  One of the missing bins has subsequently been 
found.  There has been a considerable amount of litter in West Wood and the Recreation Ground 
reported and collected by a Hildenborough Conservation Group member and our maintenance 
contractor.  Regular incidents of drug abuse had also been reported in the Recreation Ground car park.  
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The response from the police had been extremely poor.  There seemed to be contradictions from the 
police on whether or not they were patrolling at the popular times for these incidents. 
DECISION and ACTION: The clerk to raise the Parish Council concerns with Sgt Turtle, Police and 
Crime Commissioner and Tom Tugendhat MP. A letter of thanks to be sent to the Hildenborough 
Conservation Group personnel.  
6.2.3 Projects for 2020/21 
DECISION: The Open Spaces Committee to put forward a suggestion for improving the Village Green 
using the various options put forward or any other ideas.  These were: more seating, one or two trees, a 
focal point, picnic benches. 
6.2.4 Any Other Open Spaces Business  
6.2.4.1  Parking Review 
There had been no contact from the Borough Council on the proposals from the parking review.  Cllr 
Foyle would look into this. 
6.2.4.2  Contact had been made by North West Kent Countryside Partnership regarding the NFM 
free tree scheme to inform the Council their schedules did not allow for them to attend the Open Space 
Committee Meeting next week as had been arranged during the Autumn.  They had sent a link to the 
scheme in their place. 
6.2.4.3  Memorial Bench 
DECISION and ACTION: Members agreed the proposed memorial bench was acceptable.  The clerk 
to accept the offer. 
6.2.4.4  Fencing around Gardener’s store 
Hildenborough Gardeners are expressing concerns over the fencing erected around the piece of land 
now rented by the Scouts.  It had not been positioned as agreed and had left no room for maintenance 
access to their store. 
DECISION: The scouts to be asked to reposition the fencing to the side of the store in order that safe 
access to maintain the store is available to the Gardening Society. 
 
PLANNING 
6.3.1 Applications received and considered.  
The following planning applications were noted. Details of comments made are available from the clerk.  
There were no declarations of interest. 
Application no. Address Proposed application Council comments 
2709/FL Selbys Farm Leigh Road Extension Comment 
2710/LB Selbys Farm Leigh Road Extension + internal 

reconfigurations 
Comment 

2748/TPOC Willow Tree Barn Limes Farm Mill La Tree surgery Comment 
2783/fl 54 Knowsley Way Extension Comment 
2820/PDVSFR 2 Riding Lane Change of class Comment 
2802/FL Oakdene Eggpie Lane Detached dwelling Object 
2827/FL 12 Garlands Extension Comment 
2931/FL Martins Coldharbour Lane Extension Comment 
2933/FL Wester Lodge 162C Tonbridge Rd Extension No comment 
6.3.2 The last four items on applications received and considered at Monday 6 January Committee 
meeting were noted. 
6.3.2 Concerns of residents  
Concerns had been raised by some residents on the recent news that Fidelity International site had been 
purchased by a building development company.   
DECISION and ACTION: Members agreed they were unable to comment on this until a planning 
application is received.  They did express concern over loss of employment in the area because of its 
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impending closure and that of a local garage, both being the large employers in the area.  These 
concerns would be expressed to the Borough Council. 
 
6.2.4 Training  
Plaxtol PC is organising training on planning matters.  It was agreed that two members would develop a 
framework of what is required, circulate it to members prior to forwarding to Plaxtol P.C.   
 
7. Reportsfrom representatives on outside bodies 
7.1 Village Hall Representative 
There had been minor problems with vandalism and fighting outside the Hall.  Use of the hall facilities 
was at a high level but the condition of the hall after some parties was less than desirable.  The 
Committee were looking into ways of resolving this.       
7.2 Highways Coordinator  
The problem of speeding vehicles was again raised by a resident.  Various options for addressing the 
problem were discussed but it was agreed there did not seem to be an acceptable resolution to this 
problem. 
7.3 Hildenborough Flood Forum 
There had not been a meeting of the Flood Forum but prior to Christmas there had been two flood 
alerts.  Following a request from the Borough Council two flood wardens went to the aid of a 
householder.  They were thanked for their efforts.  There continued to be three vacancies for wardens. 
7.4 KALC 
7.4.1 Nominations for KALC Award  
The nomination and narrative to be inserted on the certificate were agreed. 
7.5 Parish Council Public Consultation (Farmers’ Market) 
7.5.1 Attendees for 14 January 2020 – Miss Dobson would attend 
7.5.2 Attendees for 11 February 2020 – Mrs Coles would attend- 
7.6 Kent Police Report 
7.6.1 During the previous month there had been five incidents of burglary/theft and one criminal 
damage.  There was a report of a decrease in anti-social behaviour which members felt did not reflect 
the current situation. (see also 6.2.2 above) 
ACTION: Everyone should be encouraged to report any incident in order that the police know what 
is actually happening and to raise the profile of problems being encountered. 
7.7.2 It was reported that our PCSO is to leave at the end of the month and no replacement had 
currently been appointed. 
7.7.3 The Council had been informed that no action would be taken against the youths perpetrating 
the lighting of paper in the Recreation Ground as arson could not be proved. 
7.7.4 In spite of being informed from one source that regular police patrols were being made of the 
Recreation Ground, it had been reported from another that there was not enough man-power to 
undertake this. 
 
8. Correspondence  
Weekly newsletters had been circulated and were noted. 
8.1 Correspondence requiring action not covered elsewhere 
There was none. 
8.2 Correspondence awaiting reply 
There was none. 
 
9. Street Lighting report 
The Park Avenue light had been repaired and was now functioning.  No further information regarding 
the conversion of the two street lights in Vines Lane had been received. 
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10 Members’ items 
The speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting had yet to confirm.  The clerk would make contact at the end 
of next week.-  
11. AOB 
There was none. 
 
PART II ONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
There was none. 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………….chair                                          12 February 2020 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
A question was raised of Cllr Nick Foyle who was attending the meeting regarding the food waste bins.  
He was asked who was responsible for purchasing replacements when the refuse collector threw the 
bins after emptying on driveways, gardens, into hedges etc.   He will look into this with Borough Council 
officers.  
Cllr Foyle was thanked for keeping the Parish Council informed on the implementation of the new refuse 
collection contract. 
 


